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INMEMORIAM

Hazel Jeanette Jackson,
88, widow of the Rev.
Tommy Jackson, passed
away Saturday, January 6,
2007 in Memphis. Thefamily
received friendson Wed., Jan.
10 at Raleigh United M ethod-
ist Church. Services were at
thechurchat 2 PM. Interment
was in Helen Crigger Cem-
etery in Munford, TN. Mrs.
Jackson was a member of
Raleigh UMC and Order of
Eastern Star. Sheissurvived
by her sons, Gene Jackson
of Somerville and Jeremiah
(Jere) Jackson of Memphis;
six step-grandchildren, eight
step-great-grandchildren; and
four step-great-great-grand-
children. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Good
Grief Foundation, Munford
Funeral Home, Munford
Chapel. Correspondence may
be sent to her son, Jere Jack-
son, 5135 Blueridge Dr.,
Memphis, TN 38134.

BUSKIRK TO PREACHAT
FOREST HEIGHTS UMC

Dr. Jimmy Buskirk,
well-known evangelist, will
preach at Forest Heights
UMC, 863 West Forest Ave,,
Jackson, Tenn., on February
4-6. Histhemewill be“Lean-
ing Into God'sFuture For Us.”
Times of services are: Sun-
day, Feb. 4, 10:55 AM and
4:00 PM; Monday, Feb. 5,
Noon with lunch (donation)
and 7:00 PM; Tuesday, Feb.
6, Noon with lunch (dona-
tion) and 7:00 PM. All arein-
vited. Phone: 731-668-52009.

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR TO
ENGLAND, NOVEMBER 6-14
The Paducah District is
sponsoring aWesley Heritage
Tour to England, November
6-14, 2007. Open to all
clergy and laity of the Mem-
phis Conference, thetour will
visit major sites connected
with John and Charles
Wesley. Visits include the

(Continued on page 8A)
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Heartfelt missives
express deeply
masculine feelings
to wives, kids,
and loved ones

By BerNIE ERRION

ayingasidevoicemail, e-

mail, instant and text

messaging, about 40
men have picked up pen and paper
to write heartfelt, thoughtful
lettersto their family members.

Some letterswill become per-
sonal expressionsgiven asChrist-
mas presents. Otherswill become
final words.

“It’s physically difficult to
crank out four to five pages of
handwritingintheday welivein,”
said John DelLockery of
Callierville, Tenn. and aparticipant
at this seminar based on the book
“Letters From Dad” by Greg
Vaughn.

But for four consecutive
months he has met with this
group at Collierville United Meth-
odist Church to brainstorm and
outlinelettersto hiswife, children,

www.memphis-umc.org

‘Letters from Dad’ group
lays bare emotions in writing

[ a \ i .
Merle Musser was one of the men who wrote
letters to wives and children. Above, Merle
and his wife, Kathy.

parents, plusafind letter to beread
upon hisdeath.

“When has a dad paused for
one hour to think about hiswife,
children, parents and what they
mean to him? Never. This semi-
nar disciplinesyouto sit downand

from bookstores.

LETTERS FROM DAD KICK-OFF, JANUARY 28
ColliervilleUnited M ethodist Church
454 West Poplar Avenue, Collierville, Tenn.
Chili supper at 6:30 p.m.
Seminar datesareFeb. 27, March 27, April 17, May 15.

For moreinformation, contact Collierville UMC office, 901-
853-8383, or call Merle Musser at 901-853-0107.

THEBOOK: “Lettersfrom Dad” by Greg Vaughnis published
by Integrity Publishers. It'savailablein hardback and soft cover

THEWEB SITE: At |ettersfromdad.com, you can | ocate semi-
nars, post messages and obtain materials and information.

think about that
and then gives
you the me-
chanics for
writing the let-
ters,” said
Del_ockery.

Although he
composed and
spell-checked
hislettersonthe
computer,
DelLockery
copied them by
hand onto pa-
per. “My hand-
writing shows
thelevel of im-
portance and
sacrifice to my
sons, who
know me,” he
said.

“You're not
cheating if you
use acomputer
because my
handwriting is
illegible,” said Norm Kennel of
Collierville. “1t's not difficult to
write, onceyou' ve prayed and out-
lined the letter in your head. It's
not the words you write, it's that
you took the time to put your
thoughts on paper. It doesn’t have
to beamasterpiece.”

“With my 19- and 22-year-old
sons, the letters alow me to say
things | can't say to them face to
face or they wouldn’t get it if |
tried talking to them. | can put my
emotions in and write the letters
at my peak, and they can read
theminprivacy,” said Del ockery.

For Steven Brown of Jackson,
Tenn., the seminar has readjusted
his focus to be more open, posi-
tiveand encouraging to hisfamily.

“Men tend not to open our
hearts and say things we should
say. We think we've said | love
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you by doing things. We tend to
bein the correction or fix-it mode.
We need to give our families a
blessing and avision for what we
seethat God candointheir lives,”

said Brown.

Seminar coordinator Merle
Musser believes men sense that
communicationisan areaof their
lives that needs attention, espe-
cialy communicating their fedings
inwritten form.

“Wesay | loveyou, butitisfar
different when we put it on paper
and giveittothem,” hesaid.“The
goal isto start acontinual pattern
of letter writing. The seminar will
be successful when the partici-
pantsarehabitualy writing | etters.”

Vaughn's book suggests occa
sonsfor | etter writing such ashirth-
days, graduations, Christmas, mar-
riages, birth of achild, or other fam-
ily eventsor milestones. Seminar par-
ticipants hope to develop a pattern
of regular letter-writing. Somemen
areasowriting lettersto daughters-
in-law and sons-in-law.

To guard against loss, the men
keep copies of each letter they
write. “We can also re-read them
and remember what we' ve said to
them. It's our hopethey will also
re-read the letters,” added
Del ockery.

Asthemen present their | etters,
they are “seeing how something
so simpleasletter writing is pow-
erful to create feelings of love,
warmth and restorerel ationships,”
said Musser.

Senior Pastor Harry Durbin,
also aseminar participant, added
that the letter-writing processhas
caused the men to examine their
own spiritual walkswith God.

Presenting the letters has var-
ied from romantic tripsor dinners
to simply sitting at the kitchen
table. Some letters have been

(Continued on page 4A)
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Identity theft, internet scams target older adults

heworldischanging and

it seemsthat those most

at risk today are older
adults. Technology can be a
wonderful thing, but when the
click of acomputer key can empty
abank account, it can also beyour
worst nightmare.

The Memphis Conference
Older Adult Design Teamisoffer-
ing aseminar to alert older adults
and those who work with older
adults to the dangers of identity
theft, scams, internet addiction
and more. Featuring two speak-
ers well-acquainted with the pit-
fallsseniorsface, the 9AM-2 PM
seminar will be hosted by Jack-
son, Tenn.’sFirst United M ethod-
ist Church on Thursday, March 8.

The $15 per person registration
fee will include lunch (scholar-
shipsareavailable). Firss UMCis
located at 200 South Church
Street in Jackson.

The two main sessions are:

*\/ULNERABILITY IN OLDER ADULTS:
BEHAVIORAL ADDICTIONS
SpPeEAKER: DR. TERESA CuUTTS
How muchisvulnerability and

gullibility leading to gambling,

Group*

Name:

City/Sate/Zip:

Church:

|
|
|
|
|
|
: Address:
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Older Adult Ministries Seminar: Registration Form :

Payment deadline: February 26, 2007—nowalk-ins, please I

___Individual I

|

|

|

|

Phone: |

Email: :

|

Please return registration form with your check made out to “Older Adult Ministries.” Mail to: Memphis |
Conference, 24 Corporate Blvd., Jackson, TN 38305-2315 *Please list all participants with addresses & phone |
numbers on separate sheet. |

spending or internet addiction
among older adults? Is it a big
problem? How do you recognize
when a hobby becomes “too
much,” and how do you talk to
older adultsabout it?

Dr. Teresa Cutts is a Clinical
Psychologist and Associate Direc-
tor of the University of Tennessee
Health Science Center’s Office of
Community Affairs. In 2005, she
became the Memphis Senior

Scholar, Methodist InterFaith
Health Progam.

e|pENTITY THEFT, FRAUDS AND
Scams
SPEAKER: GERALD WILTSHIRE
What is identity theft, how do
you prevent it, and what do you
doif it happensto you? Areyou
confused by all the junk mail in
your mailbox and the “great of-
fers’ you see on the Internet ev-

eryday? What can you trust?

Gerald Wiltshire is the Finan-
cial Crimes Investigator with the
Jackson, Tennessee Police Depart-
ment. He is a computer forensic
analyst and a sworn Special
Deputy U.S. Marshall with the
U.S. Secret Service Economics
Crime Task Force, Memphis Of-
fice.

Therewill beaRound Table
Discussion: Be prepared to share

what your group has done in the
past year aswell asplansyou have
for thefuture. Please bring copies
of your schedule of activities,
newsl etter or any other handouts
that might be helpful to others.

Pleaseregister by Monday, Feb-
ruary 26. Nowalks-in, please.

If you have more questions,
pleasecall the Rev. AuturaHamp-
ton, 731-664-8480, or Luci
Cromer, 901-755-0803.

Bishop Wills’
Confirmation
Rally, March 17

n Saturday, March 17,
oung peopleattending
the Bishop’s

Confirmation Rally at
Forest Heights
United
M ethodi st
Church in
Jackson,

Tenn., are

asked to
bring with them

two pairs of flip-flops for the
mission project “ Solesfor Souls.”
The shoes, any size, will be

‘Letters from Dad’
(Continued from page 1A)

placed in special keepsake boxes,
elegantly wrapped, and one was
placed inside the glove box of a
restored 1970 Volkswagen Bug.

Some have been read by the
writer to the recipient, while an-
other was received during a pri-
vate church retreat.

Regardless of the delivery
method, the response hasbeen the
same — feelings of being loved
and special.

“1 was taken back by the
amount of time and thoughtfulness
that my dad put into writing and
presenting thisletter,” said Aaron
Musser, 24, of Lynnwood, Wash.
“He used words that were mean-

L-R: Rev. Birgitte French,
Jamie Fowler, Hannah French
and Rev. Martha Wagley show

ingful to me and told me he was
proud of my accomplishments,

distributed among United
Methodist mission agencies for

use by children, youth, adultsand
seniors.

“Happy Feet: Stepping Into Dis-
cipleship” is the theme of this
year'srally. Registrations, $10 per
person, must be in the Program
Ministries office by February 9.
Theday beginsat 10AM and con-
cludesat 3PM. Make checks pay-
ableto Memphis Conference and
mail to: Confirmation Celebration,
24 Corporate Blvd., Jackson, TN
38305-2315. Scholarships are
available. For information, call the
Rev. AuturaHampton, 731-664-
8480. Advance registration isre-
quired. (One adult/seven youth)e

the gifts from Fostoria UMC.

& 1 .- o ”z-ﬂf A
A Christmas present for Mempbz's Fz'rst Church

MemphisFirst Church gathered for itsfirst Christ-
mas since an Oct. 6 fire destroyed the sanctuary.

During the service, Pastor MarthaWagley shared
avery specia Christmasgift. FostoriaUnited Meth-
odist Churchin Michigan sent First Church apresent.
Tucked in alarge box was aletter, photographs, a
box of tissues, a candle and aquilt. The letter told
the story of how FostoriaUM C experienced theloss
of itsbuilding to fire. The photos showed the church
before thefireand the new church they had recently

built. The beautiful purpleand bluequilt, madeby the
Fostoria UMW, was hand tied by the congregation
during aworship servicewith thisinscription stitched
ontheback, “Eye of God Quilt Block, Tied with our
Prayers and Love.” The candle was to be used to
light theway for First Church during the Advent sea
son, Christmas Eve and beyond. And thetissueswere
todry thetears of the Memphis First congregation
as it mourns the loss of its beloved sanctuary and
moves into the new year. ¢

which helisted.”

“My daddy lovesmemorethan
| thought he did because hewrote
about meintwo typed pages,” said
10-year-old Kari Kennel, afourth-
grader at Collierville Elementary
Schooal.

Added Kari’smom, Kim Ken-
nel: “Hewrotefrom his heart, re-
membering our past 15 years to-
gether and looking forward to the
future. I'll treasure the letter for-
ever. It made me feel loved and
special.” ¢
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION
CopPYRIGHT THE COMMERCIAL AP-
PEAL, DECEMBER 2006
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New Room in Bristol, City Road
Chapel in London, the Old Rec-
tory in Epworth, Christ Churchin
Oxford, Coventry Cathedral and
St. Mary de Crypt in Gloucester.
Thecostis$2,198 from Nashville
and includesaairfare, daily break-
fasts and dinners, deluxe motor
coach, entrance fees and guided
sight-seeing. A deposit of $250 will
secureyour placeon thistour. For
more information or a tour bro-
chure, contact the Paducah Dis-
trict Office at 270-442-0077 or
email, padumc@comcast.net.

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY OFFERS
ONLINE COURSE IN FEBRUARY
Acrossthe country, DISCIPLE
Bible Study ismaking adifference.
But some churches don’'t know
how to make DISCIPLE explode
into amovement. On Feb. 5- 23,
anonlinecoursecalled“Maximiz-
ing DISCIPLE inYour Church” is
being offered. It doesn't replace
DISCIPLE training events, but it
will help churches multiply
groups, reach the unchurched,
and train new facilitators. Go to
www.beadisciple.com.

FELLOWSHIP OF UMS IN MUSIC
AND WORSHIP ARTS, JULY 16-19
TheBiennia Nationa Convoca:
tion of The Fellowship of United
Methodistsin Music and Worship
Artswill meet July 16-19, in St.
Louis. Speakers and leaders in-
clude outstanding resourcesinthe
areas of dance, congregational
singing, preaching, visuals for
worship, choral music, organ
music, agelevel music, handbdlls,
contemporary worship, and more.
Registration isopen now along at
www.fummwaconvo.or g.

IMMIGRATION CONFERENCE AT
LAKE JUNALUSKA, FEB. 1-3

A conference on immigration
will beheld February 1-3 at Lake
Junaluska, NC. Plenary Speakers
willbe Bishop Timothy W.
Whitaker, FloridaAnnua Confer-
ence. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung,
NorthernIllinoisAnnual Confer-
ence, Dr. Amy Oden, Wesley
Seminary, Washington DC, and
Dr. Francisco Canas, Executive
Director, National Plan for His-
panic/Latino/aMinistries.

An award winning newspaper
Cathy Farmer, Editor
Carol Kiddy, Circulation
24 Corporate Blvd.

Jackson, TN 38305-2315
Phone: 731-664-8480
Sub. Rate: $12.50/52 issues

It’s time to begin preparing
AC/GC resolutions & petitions

By SANDRA BURNETT

the 2007 Memphis Annual

Conference, but plans are
already being made. It is not too
early to begin thinking about
resolutionsor petitionsyou would
liketo submit.

Thisyear therewill probably be
two types of resolutionsand peti-
tions to be considered; those that
deal with concernswithin our An-
nual Conference and those that
you may wish to be submitted to
Genera Conference.

Although our conference does
not have detailed guidelines for
submitting resolutions, you will
need to pay attention to the Gen-
eral Conferenceguidelinesif you
are submitting resolutions or peti-
tionsthat youwouldliketheMem-
phisAnnual Conferenceto support
for consideration by the 2008 Gen-
erd Conferencethat will meet April
23-May?2, in Fort Worth, Texas.

The deadline for submitting
resolutionsto the 2007 Memphis
Annual Conferenceis30 dayshbe-
forethebeginning of the June 3-6
conference at the Carl Perkins
Civic Center in Jackson, Tenn.
Your resolution must bein the Pro-
gram Ministries office, 24 Corpo-
rate Blvd., Jackson, TN 38305-
2315 no later than May 3.

I tisstill several months until

I NSTRUCTIONS FOR PETITIONS
T0 2008 GENERAL CONFERENCE
“Any organization, clergy mem-
ber, or lay member of The United
Methodist Church may petitionthe
General Conference....” (1507,
The Book of Discipline)

FORMAT FOR PETITIONS

1. All petitions must be submit-
ted digitally: by e-mail, 3.5-inch
diskette, CD, or through the Gen-
eral Conferencewebsite.

2. Petitions must be typed,
double-spaced. Microsoft Word or
any other softwarethat allowsfiles
to be saved as rich-text format
(RTF) may be used.

3. Thetop of each page of the
petition should read asfollows:

Page Number: (i.e. — “Page 1
of 4”); Suggested Title: (i.e.—“Es
tablish Quorum”); DisciplinePara
graph or Resolution Number: (i.e.
“DisciplineNo. 506"); Financial
Implications: (i.e.—*Financia
Implications: ‘None’ or

the petition
should in-
clude

Date; Sig- =
nature of the
Petitioner;
Identifica-
tion of the
Petitioner:
(i.e. -
“Member
of Local
Church”;
“Secre-
tary of
Annual
Confer-
ence’);
Phone;
F a x
Number; E-
mail Address.

“Each petition must be signed
by the person submitting it, ac-
companied by appropriateidenti-
fication, such as address, local
church, or United Methodist
board or agency relationship.”

Telephone numbers must also
be included. “Each petition sub-
mitted must identify theindividual
submitting it, accompanied by
identification as above, and must
containavalid digital mail return
address by which the submitter
can bereached. Electronic signa-
tures will be accepted in accor-
dance with common business
practice. (1507.3, TheBook of Dis-
cipline).

CONTENT OF PETITION TEXT

To Amend or add to the Book
of Discipline or Book of Resolu-
tions:

5. “Each petition must address
only oneissueif the Disciplineis
not affected; if the Discipline is

affected, each petition must ad-
dress only one paragraph of the
Discipline, except that, if two or
more paragraphsinthe Discipline
are so closely related
that achangein one
affectsthe oth-

ers, the pe-
tition
may
call

for the amendment of those para-
graphsalso to makethem consis-
tent with one another.” (1 507.2,
The Book of Discipline)

6. State action desired, i.e.,
“Amend  No. __”; “Add new
sub-paragraph after ___”; “De-
leteJ __ and substitute the fol-
lowing... ”; “Add new para-
graph...; etc.”

7. Usebold for proposed addi-
tions and strike-through-for pro-
posed deletions. If more conve-
nient, double underlines may be
used for proposed additions and
single underlinesfor proposed de-
letions. Do not submit petitions
that have been prepared by using
the “track changes’ feature.

8.“All petitionssubmittedtothe
General Conference, except those
submitted by individual members
of The United Methodist Church
and local church groups, which
call for the establishment of new
programs or the expansion of ex-
isting programswill beinvalid un-

less accompanied by supporting
data that address the issue of an-
ticipated financial requirements of
the program.” (1507.4, The Book
of Discipline)

9. Rationalefor thepetitionmay
be included and may not exceed
fifty (50) wordsfor each petition.

SENDING PETITIONS TO
THE PETITIONS SECRETARY
10. “Petitions must be post-
marked by a national postal ser-
vice no later than 180 days prior
to the opening session of the Gen-
eral Conference.” (507.5, The
Book of Discipline) Thisdateis
October 26, 2007. “If petitions
are transmitted by a means
other than anational postal
service, they must beinthe
hands of the Petitions
Secretary no later than
180 days prior to the
opening session of the
* General Conference.”
(11 507.6, The Book
.~ of Discipline) Thisdate
- ¢ % isOctober 26, 2007.
11. Petitions (3.5
inch diskette or CD)
mailed via U.S. Postal Service
should be mailed to:
Gary W. Graves,
Petitions Secretary
United Methodist General
Conference
P. O.Box 187
Beaver Dam, KY 42320-0187
12. Petitions (3 hard copies
required and 3.5-inch diskette or
CD) submitted viacommercial
overnight carriers (Federal Ex-
press, UPS, DHL) should be
sent to:
Gary W. Graves
Petitions Secretary
United Methodist General
Conference
302 N. Lafayette Street
Beaver Dam, KY 42320
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13. E-mail petitions should be
e-mailed to
petitions@umpublishing.org

14. Petitions may also be sub-
mitted withinthe General Confer-
encewebsite. ¢

Dr. John C. Maxwell will dis-
cuss his new book Talent Is
Never Enough as part of the 2™
annual Dorothy and Kemmons
Wilson Speaker Series. Thefree

event is set for Thurs., Feb. 8, at
7 PM. in Seabrook Hall, 4488 Pop-
lar Ave., Christ UMC, Memphis.
Called the nation's foremost
expert on leadership, Maxwell is

Expert on leadership to speak at Christ Church, Feb. 8

committed to developing leaders
of excellence and integrity in
both the secular and Christian
communities. Heisthe founder
of INJOY Stewardship Services,

and he also founded EQUIP, a
non-profit organization that
hel ps effective Christian lead-
ersfulfill the Great Commis-
sionin every nation. ¢




